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January 2015
Month of the Holy Name

Lent Term

My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all, and no one is able to snatch them out of the
Father's hand. | and the Father are one.

John10: 28-30 Gospel reading for Our Lady of Fatima

Celebration of the Golden Jubilee and Eightieth Birthday of Our Founder,
Priest Director and Vice President, Fr James Tierney

Unlike most priests, Fr James Tierney was already university educated,
gaining a Bachelor of Science in Mathematics, Geology and Physics and
completing a Diploma in Education from the University of Sydney (1953-
1957). By looking at his majors, we have more than an inkling of his interests
beyond the Priesthood. He also experienced the organisation, drill and
activities of Army life, serving as the Staff Sergeant in the Sydney University
Regiment. All these aspects of his life, including his passion for bush walking
and acting as the unofficial chaplain to home schoolers, emerge together in
his children’s adventure stories, expressly written to promote an active,
healthy, Christian life style.

Again, unlike most priests, Fr Jim was a convert from Anglicanism. Ordained

to the Priesthood in 1964, he worked first as the Assistant Priest in various

parishes throughout Sydney, the hospital Chaplain of Royal North Shore

Hospital and Priest Administrator of Naremburn Parish. His specialty
emerged in the field of Family Catechetics. He earned membership into the Australian College of
Education (M.A.C.E.) with a Programme for Apostles of Christ in High School in 1972.

He set up the Cardinal Newman Catechist Centre in 1974 - now known as Cardinal Newman Faith
Resources Incorporated. He took a year off active ministry to write the Catholic Family Catechism at
which time he lived in a shack in the Blue Mountains. At the request of, and spurred on, by parents
whose children were not learning the faith at school, he started Family Catechetics in the Park with the
assistance of the late Sister Maur Woodbury and later was joined by Sister Bede. This work continues
still as “Holy Family Education” at Lewisham. Meanwhile, Fr Jim has continued to act as a catechetical
consultant by mail and phone although now retired from full parish ministry. He celebrated his Golden
Jubilee of Ordination on 18" July 2014.

Fr Jim will celebrate Mass in honour of his Golden Jubilee on 26" September 2015 which is close to his
80" birthday.

Mrs Toni Stevens and Fr John Walter
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Tribute to Father Tierney
Fr Jim's Golden Jubilee

FRJIM has been a priest

for 50 years today,

He has taught us all to worship God
and how to kneel and pray.

He has written books and Handouts,
lots of letters every day;

Our priest is Fr Jim.

Glory be to God for good old Fr Jim (thrice)

He is our beloved priest.

He grew up out at
Beecroft,
went to school at
Homebush High,
He learnt to read
and write at school,
to add and multi-
ply;
He went to Sydney
Uni
then on to Sydney
seminary,
He learnt to be a
priest.

As Fr Jim he went to
work

through timeless recipes,

Of passing on the faith.

The Newman Centre blossomed
out of this apostolate.
It's grown and grown in spreading truth
in books and pamphlets,

With statues, pictures, rosary beads,

advice all given free,

The faith is passing on.

ORDAINED PRIEST
Sydney
18th July, 1964

x

COR AD COR LOQUITUR
heart speaks to heart . . .

become a priest.

Cardinal Newman.

May God bless his father and
mother, his brother and sister,
and all who helped him to

Homeschooling next be-
came the grounds

for Fr Jim's advice,
Encouraging the mums and
dads

to try was no surprise,
He's our unofficial chap-
lain,

champion for all our
needs,

He helps us teach our kids.

He retired from active min-
istry

and moved to Tarlo town,
He never stopped his
priestly work

in the service of

Our Lord,

In Penrith, Ryde and Naremburn,

his priestly life outpoured

With weddings, Baptisms, confessions
and his preaching no-one was bored:
They all loved Fr Jim

When families came to see him
all upset and all distraught,
For they sent their kids to Catholic schools
but the faith was not there taught,
So he wrote his Catechism
and his Confirmation kit,
And taught them in the park.

When it was heard that teachers
did not know the truth to teach,
He started courses for them all
so the children they could reach,
With the truths of our great Catholic faith,

but grew in high renown,
Answering letters by the dozen,
providing all our spiritual needs
He continued being God's priest.

These days he goes more slowly,
walks with staff and hats and boots,
He tells us all the stories
of his childhood and his roots;
He drinks a pint of tea each meal,
lights fires with one match,
And prays for us each day.

We hope he lives upon this earth
for decades yet to come
Still sharing the faith, encouraging us
the kids, the dads and mums,
To persevere, to do our best
to be God's holy ones
He still serves God today.

Michele Vieira, 18th July 2014
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